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EIGHT BAY AREA COUPLES TAKE A FRIENDSHIP THAT BEGAN IN ITALY TO JAZZY    

NEW HEIGHTS ON AN EXPLORITAS MUSICAL ADVENTURE IN NEW ORLEANS 
 

BOSTON (March 31, 2010) — Nearly a decade ago, San Carlos residents Paul and Lois Levine were 
thousands of miles from home, set to explore Sorrento, Italy, and its ancient culture on an educational 
adventure with Elderhostel — now known as Exploritas — the not-for-profit known for its in-depth 
learning programs worldwide. 
 
The Levines had been to Italy many times, including five times with Exploritas, but Sorrento turned 
out to be particularly special. 
 
Not only did the Levines learn the basics of speaking Italian, how local farmers manage crops and why 
the legendary city of Pompeii was buried by volcanic lava, but they did it with a group of 40 
participants that included 16 people from the San Francisco Bay area — from the towns of Cupertino, 
Lafayette, Los Altos, Palo Alto, Menlo Park, San Francisco and San Raphael. Hardly anyone knew 
each other before introductions on the first day of the program. 
 
“Two couples of the eight had come together,” Lois Levine says. “The rest of us were strangers to each 
other.”  
 
That quickly changed. Amid the lemon groves of the Sorrentine peninsula and a spectacular setting of 
ancient ruins and imposing Mount Vesuvius, the chemistry was perfect. At the end of the two-week 
program exploring local history, culture and cuisine, everyone vowed to keep in touch. And nearly a 
decade later, that friendship is holding strong among a group that pays homage to the site of its first 
meeting by referring to itself as the “Sorrentini.” 
 
“At home, no one is more than an hour’s drive and most are much closer,” Lois says. “We’ve been 
getting together two or three times a year in each other’s homes ever since that amazing program.”  
 
On April 7 in New Orleans, the “Sorrentini” are about to take part in the granddaddy of all reunions. 
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 In 2008, the Levines spent a week in New Orleans on the Exploritas program “French Quarter Music 
Festival,” a week-long learning adventure showcasing hundreds of local musicians on 14 stages 
throughout the historic Vieux Carré. There's jazz — from Dixieland to contemporary, brass bands, 
classical, Cajun and zydeco, rhythm and blues, gospel — and everything else in between. 
 
When the Levines returned home in 2008 and raved to friends about the New Orleans program, 
another couple of the “Sorrentini,” Jim and Gladys Gilliland of San Raphael, decided to attend the 
program in 2009. 
 
“The day after the Gillilands returned,” Lois Levine said, “Gladys called to thank us for the suggestion 
and to ask if we would be interested in returning with them another year. We were definitely 
interested. When we had been there, we heard several folks say that they had repeated the program two 
and three times.”  
 
But as Lois Levine and Gladys Gilliland talked a year ago about returning to New Orleans, their plan 
quickly spun into overdrive. The two realized that the “Sorrentini” were scheduled for one of their 
reunions this spring, and after a quick discussion with all eight couples, everyone agreed how 
wonderful it would be to reunite in New Orleans for the 2010 French Quarter Music Festival. So 
joining the Levines and the Gillilands are Richard and Pat Covert, Terence and Mercedes McCaffrey, 
Richard and Ellie Moll, Dr. and Mrs. Karl Pister, Gene and Lucille Spurlock, and Dennis and Ellen 
Smith.  
 
“Amazingly, within days of throwing out the suggestion, we had arranged for all of us to attend the 
program, almost a year in advance!” Lois Levine marvels. “The friendships we have made are some of 
the most special ones we have, and we are really looking forward to experiencing another program 
together.”  

About Exploritas 
Exploritas is the new name for the programs developed and offered by Elderhostel, Inc., the not-for-profit world leader in 
lifelong learning and educational travel since 1975. Exploritas programs empower adults to explore the world’s places, 
peoples, cultures and ideas, and in so doing to discover more about themselves. Each year, Exploritas participants visit 
every state and more than 90 countries on thousands of programs, from “intergenerational” learning experiences bringing 
together children and their grandparents or “Adventures Afloat” shipboard voyages, to one-day “Day of Discovery” 
explorations or active Outdoor Adventure programs, and more. Exploritas programs strive to bring together passionate, 
diverse participants and world-class instructors to foster engaging discussions. We are committed to continually developing 
new and stimulating programs that reflect the shifting realities and emerging trends of our ever-changing world. The 
fellowship of learning and the joy of discovery are the hallmarks of the Exploritas program experience. Visit us at 
www.exploritas.org.  
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